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• Hundreds of small farmers and ranchers, and others, 
on the Big Island, Maui, and Kauai will lose the water 
they rely on at the end of this year UNLESS THE 
LEGISLATURE ACTS. This involves tens of thou-
sands of acres and will have a devastating impact on 
farming and ranching, and Hawaii’s ability to become 
more self-sufficient.

• WE NEED HB 1326, HD2! Recent statements made in 
the media claim that we don’t need legislation and 
that we can continue to access water. This is simply 
not true.

• The lawsuit and court decision that directly impacted 
A&B company on Maui also impacts small farmers 
and ranchers. The judge ordered that, based upon 
interpretation of the provisions of HRS Chapter 171, 
RPs (our short-term water permits) cannot be 
renewed year after year for long periods of time. But 
they have been. Now DLNR must apply the court 
decision equitably to all those with “temporary” 
permits. That means us.

• We have sought legal advice. Attorneys with exper-
tise in this area have advised us that ALL farmers and 
ranchers throughout the islands who hold State water 
RPs are currently in a dangerous limbo. With-out 
legislation, we will not be able to obtain permits after 
December 31 of this year.

• Hawaii’s chief legal adviser, the State Attorney
General, aka the "People's Lawyer," with a duty to all
citizens residing within the state, has clarified through
the Governor’s office that small farmers and ranchers
will not be issued water permits at the end of the
year, without the necessary legislation.

• We are also vulnerable to lawsuits once our permits
expire. And, because of the complicated and uncer-
tain long-term lease approval process, our ability to
get loans and insurance coverage is jeopardized.

• Bona-fide farmers and ranchers have always
preferred stable and secure long-term lease arrange-
ments so we can make necessary investments;
confident that we won’t lose our access to water with
only 30-days notice. However, DLNR is still working
out the long-term lease process.

• We respectfully and urgently request that the Hawaii
State Legislature pass HB1326, HD2 this session so
farmers and ranchers don’t lose access to the water
they must have to produce Hawaii’s food and other
agriculture products.

• Without permits, there will be no lawful way to
access water. Without water, there can be no crops
and no livestock. Agriculture is already extremely
challenging in Hawaii, so a legislative decision not to
renew these permits will be disastrous for farmers
and ranchers in our state.
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