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Barney & Clyde >> By Gene Weingarten

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Don’t harm essential 
workers with pay cuts

Austerity measures will only make 
recovery take longer and definitely will 
lead to an exodus of professionals who 
can take their valuable skills elsewhere 
and maintain a middle-class lifestyle. 
Teachers can no longer sustain the 
high cost of living with the persistent 
low pay since the last time they “bailed 
out” the state during the 2008 reces-
sion and beyond.

The governor is only seeing the 
short-term impact and ignoring the 
long-term impact of further damaging 
the public education system by “chas-
ing” teachers and exacerbating the 
teacher shortage (“Gov. David Ige pro-
poses 20% pay cuts for teachers, other 
Hawaii public employees,” Star-Adver-
tiser, Top News, April 15). 

Use the federal stimulus money in 
the right way and stop punishing es-
sential workers as well as destroying 
the already tenuous situation of under-
funded public schools.

Mireille Ellsworth
Hilo 

Teachers working hard 
to serve their students

Does the governor think the teach-
ers are not working from home, so a 
possible pay cut is necessary?

My grandsons attend Maunawili Ele-
mentary School and have online weekly 
lessons from their teachers. Every sub-
ject is covered, including resources like 
music, taiko and P.E., with a link to ac-
cess each lesson. It’s like a regular 
school day when we do every lesson.

My youngest grandson’s kindergar-
ten teacher meets with the class, virtu-
ally, four times each week for about an 
hour. The children are so happy to see 
and talk to each other online.

Yes, I do have relatives in the tourist 
industry and private businesses who 
have to resort to unemployment 
checks from the state. However, I want 
the public to know that the teachers 
are working every day, if not harder, to 
continue their students’ education.

Bianca Tamura
Maunawili

Getting and wearing 
a mask isn’t difficult

I was shopping at the Costco in 
Kona last week and was horrified to 
see so many other shoppers who were 
not wearing masks — not only for their 
safety, but also for mine.

Wearing a cloth mask when out in 
public is one of the best ways we have 

of tamping down this virus. There is 
growing evidence that many people 
can be asymptomatic and still spread 
the virus to those who are more sus-
ceptible — and that might be me.

The fact that we have only seen a 
few cases on Hawaii island doesn’t 
mean the virus isn’t percolating and 
that we won’t soon join the rest of the 
country in more illnesses and some 
deaths.

There are dozens of YouTube videos 
on how to sew a mask, or ways to 
make a mask without sewing. 

It is still important to maintain a six-
foot distance with other people and 
hand-washing is no less critical than 
before. But let’s use all the tools we 
have to keep our islands (and me!) safe 
from this disease.

Phyllis Hanson
Kailua-Kona

Military can’t reveal all 
about impact of virus

Regarding “Military should open up 
about virus in its ranks” (Star-Adver-
tiser, Our View, April 11): Did it ever oc-
cur to the editor that the release of the 
virus in China, and eventually the en-
tire world, gives China important intel-
ligence about the virus’ impact on 
essential activities, both in civilian ar-
eas but also in our military?

Telling everyone how the virus has 
affected our military is telling China 
(and other enemies) how a biological 
weapon could be used to weaken our 
military.

The editorial sums up my point in the 
last paragraph: “Pre-emptive strikes are 
most effective with optimal intel. The 
U.S. military should know this better 
than everyone, in armed warfare or 
against a dangerous coronavirus.”

Apparently it does and that is why it 
is not advertising what the impact is.

Tommy Penrose
Waikiki

Legislators should stop 
political grandstanding

I am disheartened by the recent bar-
rage of criticism of our elected officials 
as they forge new ground in our re-
sponse to COVID-19 (“State senators 
slam Hawaii officials over COVID-19 re-
sponse,” Star-Advertiser, April 14).

U.S. Rep. Tulsi Gabbard is, of course, 
easily dismissed as having no credibil-
ity. However, our legislators can do 
better. They have every right to re-
spectfully disagree and to offer their 
suggestions for improvement in re-
sponse. They lose credibility when all 
they can do is attack and grandstand.

How about giving concrete recom-
mendations in writing that we all can 
see? How about asking our governor 
and key leaders about what they most 
need from the Legislature? 

How about support for the encour-
aging statistics that are emerging for 
Hawaii?

It is easy to attack and tear down, 
not so easy for any of our health care 
providers, other essential workers and 
our leaders who are on the front lines 
every day.

Barbara Mathews
Kailua

It’s not foolish to guard 
against coronavirus

I don’t agree with Paul Pitarys’ letter 
(“Foolish to shut down world because 
of coronavirus,” Star-Advertiser, April 
13), which suggested that people are 
overreacting to COVID-19.

To my understanding, the difference 
between the seasonal flu and this 
novel coronavirus is that humans con-
tracted the coronavirus directly from 
animals. Humans have not had a 
chance to collectively build up any 
substantial immunity to this strain.

The seasonal flu does kill a lot of 
people and it does mutate, but we hu-
mans have had more worldwide expo-
sure to it, and so our bodies have 
established more defenses to the sea-
sonal flu.

Using phrases like “totally insane, 
foolish, and downright stupid” in refer-
ence to “them,” whoever “them” is, 
sounds like something President Don-
ald Trump would blurt out.

If you are ready to die at age 77, go 
for it. But there are a lot of people who 
don’t want to die a horrible death and 
who don’t want their family, friends 
and colleagues to die either. 

Those people would probably go to 
great measures to save others.

Louise Furniss
Kalihi Valley

OUR VIEW

FOOD DISTRIBUTION

L ife has been turned upside-down in this pan-
demic, on public-health and economic fronts. 
None of that has changed the basic need for 

food — but filling it has become a challenge.
On Saturday, along Kapiolani Boulevard and Ward 

Avenue, traffic snaked back from Ala Moana Center’s 
parking lot. The cause of that traffic was a free food 
distribution by the Salvation Army, Aloha Harvest and 
Eggs Hawaii, giving out eggs, bread, milk and potatoes.

The line of cars was a stunning demonstration of 
the demand. Many people have lost jobs — more 
than 237,000 are newly unemployed here — or at 
least part of their pay. They are feeling insecure about 
their food budgets in Hawaii, where high costs 
squeeze available income even in the best of times.

The same experience is being felt across the coun-
try, which means that food banks and charity food 
pantries are being hit with skyrocketing demand.

Compounding this national need is a coinciding 
glut of produce ready for harvest when farms are sud-
denly left without their usual markets. Restaurants, 
schools, hotels and other institutional customers are 
shut down and not ordering food, and farms thus 
can’t be assured of the revenue to pay field laborers 
to reap and process the crops.

THAT’S HAPPENING to some extent on Hawaii 
farms, but the Hawaii Foodbank has invested 
$200,000 for purchases from farmers through the Ha-
waii Farm Bureau. That was a lifeline the local farm-
ers really needed; Hawaii restaurants and other 
conventional local-grown produce customers have 
gone dark, too.

Megan Kono, the bureau’s Farmers Market general 
manager, said because of its new Farm to Car system 
of online produce sales, farmers in its program are bus-
ier than ever with sales, while she added there are an-
ecdotes of farmers here, too, who have to forego 
harvesting a crop.

Supporting local farmers through various means is 
key to maintaining a level of food sustainability within 
the islands. These also include “community sup-
ported agriculture” delivery programs such as Oahu 
Fresh, and the remaining open markets that haven’t 
been shuttered due to the closure of their park sites.

On the whole, however, Hawaii remains largely de-
pendent on food imports. Keeping that supply com-
ing for the low-income families that really need the 
help will require financial support from those who 
can afford being a donor.

The reason: Many independent charity food pan-
tries, as well as the nonprofit Hawaii Foodbank, are 
not receiving the same level of in-kind donations they 
traditionally do.

RON MIZUTANI, the foodbank president and CEO, 
said households rushing to stock up on nonperish-
able foods have meant some empty shelves at super-
markets — and that there is much less of a surplus 
from food distributors to go to the charities.

The foodbank also had to cancel its Great Chefs 
fundraiser and its annual “Stamp Out Hunger” non-
perishables collections through the mail carriers, 
Mizutani said. This year, inventory shortages have 
driven the agency to ship in more mainland food, too, 
in competition with national foodbanks.

Because of bulk purchasing power, he said, the 
foodbank can leverage cash donations for more food 
than the retail cost of food items. Donations can be 
taken online (www.hawaiifoodbank.org/donate).

The traditional foodbank public donations drive 
has been rescheduled for August when, Mizutani 
hopes, more relaxed restrictions will enable that day-
long campaign to take place.

Whichever charity is holding out a hand for food 
donations, the need is sure to be great for some time 
— and, sadly, for a greater sector of the community 
than ever before. Hawaii families will still be hungry 
for such generosity.

OFF THE NEWS

Connect farmers 
with the hungry

Dillingham Airfield users get a break
In today’s devastated economy, time can be a pre-

cious thing. And that’s just what aviation operations 
at Dillingham Airfield got, as the state Transportation 
Department delayed its lease termination a year, until 
June 30, 2021. Earlier, the state had abruptly given the 
airfield’s 11 aviation businesses, employing about 
133 people, until the end of this June to vacate.

No one knows yet if Hawaii’s coronavirus lockdown 
will extend past April 30, and what economic recov-
ery will entail. But airfield users now have a year-plus 
to adapt, valuable time they didn’t have before.

Working from home and mental health
To most working folks, “work from home” has long 

been a longed-for option. Now many of them — the 
lucky ones, still employed — have what they wanted.

But studies identify a down side to teleworking, be-
sides the technological struggles: heightened mental 
health strains. It’s not just the recent research from Ja-
pan’s Keio University but a known issue before the coro-
navirus crisis. Invasion of home by work is a concern.

Best to seize the positive and push away from the 
home desk when the day is done.

KINDNESS GOING VIRAL
Even in these 

days overshad-
owed by the coro-
navirus, bright 
spots exist. If you 
see kindness or 
positivity going 
on, share it with 
our readers via a 150-word letter 
to the editor; email it to letters@
staradvertiser.com. We’ll be run-
ning some of these uplifting let-
ters occasionally to help keep 
spirits up, as we hunker down. We 
are all in this together.


